
STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLIMATE CHANGE WORKING GROUP – PROJECTS FROM SUB GROUPS

TRAVEL & TRANSPORT CURRENTLY WITH
12 Oct 
2020

To look at possible Green corridors and links 
across the district and linking these with the 
infrastructure mapping project that the officers 
are undertaking (completed).

Part of the draft Green 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan – 
currently a project Board chaired by 
Cllr Porter with officer support from 
Jo Bagnall. (Regeneration)

12 Oct 
2020

To ensure for now and for the future that 
virtual meetings are used as the primary way 
of the members and officers of SMDC conduct 
meetings. This is the best way of reducing CO2 
emissions both now and in the future. It’s also 
a safer way of conducting the council’s 
business.

Tanya Cooper: Head of OD and 
Transformation – in relation to 
officer level business meetings.

Mark Forrester/ Linden Vernon:  
(Democratic and Community 
Service) – in relation to Council 
meetings.

THE COUNCIL
20 Oct 
2020

See Council Climate Change Plan Mark Forrester: Head of 
Democratic and Community 
Service.

ENERGY
26 Oct 
2020

That SMDC consider the feasibility of exploring 
whether there is scope for retro-fitting of PV 
Solar Panels onto council owned and 
controlled buildings. It is recommended that 
an assessment of feasibility is undertaken 
using the services of an energy service co-
operative such as “Big Solar Co-op”.

Katy Webster: Head of Assets – to be 
considered as part of the Asset 
Management Strategy

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
21 Oct 
2020

Create a coherent tree-planting programme. Part of the draft Green 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan – 
currently a project Board chaired by 
Cllr Porter with officer support from 
Jo Bagnall. (Regeneration)

Ben Haywood: Head of Development 
Services – Council Tree Strategy

25 Feb 
2021

In order to increase tree canopy cover in urban 
areas all new housing developments should 
have a significant tree canopy cover.
Tree canopy provides a variety of climate 
change objectives, it increases carbon capture, 
it provides biodiversity opportunities, it helps 
to lower temperature in summer, and it 
provides an attractive environment for 
residents.

SMDC – Ben Haywood
Next Steps – Time frame required for 
implementation of action



The council should commit to a policy of a 
minimum number of trees say five or six ,for 
every house constructed.
This should preferably be achieved through a 
Supplementary Planning Document.
Wycombe District Council have already done 
this specifying instead of a fixed number of 
trees that a percentage of the development 
area, in this case twenty five percent, should 
be tree cover.
In addition in order to protect existing trees in 
urban areas the council should replace every 
tree removed, by three new trees.

INDUSTRY & AGRICULTURE

HOUSING
06 Oct 
2020

SMDC to work on producing a sustainable 
design SPD 

Ben Hayward: Head of Development 
Services – Council Tree Strategy

06 Oct 
2020

Promotion of Green Homes Grants, including 
engagement process with local traders and the 
formation of a local register.

Mark Forrester: Head of Democratic 
and Community Service – in relation 
to the Staffordshire Warmer Homes 
Partnership Green Homes Grant 
Scheme.

The local trader element is yet to be 
determined.

06 Oct 
2020

Wider lobbying opportunities re 
delivery/extension of the GHG and the impacts 
of the planning White paper (latter via the 
channels already set up by SMDC)

Ben Hayward: Head of Development 
Services in relation to advice on the 
planning white paper. SMDC 
Cabinet/Council would have to 
determine and specific lobbying 
proposal.

2 Feb 
2021

See Minutes of meeting attached


